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Welcome everyone, thank you for joining us this evening.
I am June Perrins and I am honoured to be the Chair of the Parish Council for this coming year.

During the year we were pleased to welcome 4 new councillors. 
Zac Hussain, Stu Tucker, Elysabeth Sheppard and Grish Lohani  who join Ann Peal, our Vice Chair, Sam Jordan and John Berry all of whom are ably supported by our Clerk, Rachael Jones.  I would also like to mention Cllr. Frank Street who has sadly passed away.  His kind heart and sense of humour is greatly missed by us all.

The Parish Council is actively involved in various projects and activities on behalf of our community and I would like to thank all of my colleagues for their hard work.  

I would also like to thank all the Volunteers who play such a vital role in engaging with the community, your hard work is very much appreciated.  
 
The past year the Parish Council has been pleased to award grants to:-
· The School - PTA
· The South Wonston and La Frenaye (France) Twinning Association 
and
· The Wildfire Youth Project – The Miracle Bus was in South Wonston a couple of weeks ago and well supported.




PAVILION AND RECREATION GROUND MANAGEMENT 
The Parish Council works hard to ensure these valuable and popular facilities are maintained in excellent condition.

The Pavilion is used by a range of local clubs and groups as well as being available for private hire for functions of all types.
 
The recreation ground and the play park are popular venues and we strive to ensure they are safe and fit for purpose.  We have recently installed various pieces of new equipment, the tractor has proved particularly popular.  I addition, “Pickleball” has arrived.  Two new courts have been marked out in the tennis court area and signs indicate this will be a popular new feature.

Unfortunately, Ash die-back has meant that we have lost a number of trees.  However we are committed to replacing these losses and have planted a number of new trees which are thriving.  
. 

SOUTH WONSTON SUSTAINABILITY WORKING GROUP
I strongly recommend you visit the group’s webpage which can be found on the South Wonston Parish Council’s website and their Facebook page.

You will find useful articles and websites related to events, recycling, bio-diversity, climate change and even how to make a seed bomb!
Please do come along on the 30th May 2026, between 11.00 – 13.00 for the next Repair Café, Plant Sale and Seed Swap. It’s a great event.

AIR QUALITY
Winchester City Council approved the installation of an Air Quality Meter positioned in the Pavilion car park, so far the results have been green.  The meter will be repositioned once enough data has been produced over the next months.
SOLAR ENERGY
A project is underway to place Solar Panels onto the Pavilion Roof.  Four companies have submitted quotes for consideration and the Parish Council has approved the selection of the best provider. Grants have been sought to support the cost.

SOUTH WONSTON VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT
Detailed work has taken place to produce a new version of South Wonston Village Design Statement to replace the 2014 edition.
A Village Design Statement describes the distinctive character of a place and its surroundings and sets out guidelines for creating new developments and adjustments. 
Two public meetings have taken place in the Pavilion and those attending came up with some good suggestions and recommendations concerning the future of the village.  
Winchester City Council has now approved the local plan and we will ensure we closely monitor all ongoing developments in the village.

DEVOLUTION & REORGANISATION
Information from Winchester City Council and Hampshire County
Council 
The Government has announced its decision regarding the structure of local government in Hampshire, which means that there are to be four new Unitary Councils.
South Wonston we will be in:-
• Mid Hampshire: New Forest, Test Valley, Winchester and East
Hampshire. 

COMMUNICATION STRATEGY

The Parish Council has taken up the challenge to improve and focus on “getting the message out” to residents and making sure that important information is made available at the earliest opportunity.

Our Website content and style has been improved making it easier for residents to navigate to links, important information, advertising and messages.
We have improved our Facebook focus to try to ensure our reels, promotion material and advertising is uploaded in a more timely manner. 

You can also now sign up to “The Voice” on our website please subscribe, as many good articles concerning village can be found there.

EVENTS 
We held two large events last year.   “Party In the Park” in August, which was lot of fun and very well supported.
There was also the Fireworks in November which was truly spectacular and the turnout was amazing

Thanks again to all those involved in making these events such a great success.
		
COMMUNITY ORCHARD AND MEMORIAL GARDEN

The search continues and be assured we will not give up or efforts to try and find a piece of land where villagers can come to remember their loved ones.  

Once again thanks to all volunteers, my colleagues, our residents, to ensure we have a great place to live in. 
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