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What is a village design statement and 
why is it important to South Wonston?

A Vi l lage Des ign Statement (VDS) i s  a  community - led  p lann ing document  that  desc r ibes  what  
makes  a  v i l l age  spec ia l  — i t s  l andscape ,  l ayout ,  bu i ld ings ,  and  loca l  characte r  — and se ts  ou t  
des ign  pr inc ip les f o r  how fu ture  deve lopment  shou ld  happen .

I t ’ s  no t  about  s topp ing deve lopment  bu t  about  guid ing i t  in  the  r ight  way — so any  changes 
respec t  what  loca l  peop le  va lue  and  pro tec t  the  th ings  that  make  the  p lace  un ique .

Once  adopted  by  the  loca l  counc i l  ( in  our  case ,  Winchester  C i ty  Counci l) ,  the  VDS becomes a  
Supplementary  P lanning Document (SPD) .  That  means  i t  mus t  be  taken  ser ious ly  in  p lann ing 
dec i s ions  — i t  becomes  a  fo rma l  par t  o f  how p lann ing o f f i cers  and  deve lopers  assess  p roposa ls



WHY DO WE NEED ONE FOR 
THE VILLAGE?

• To  make  sure new homes,  ex tens ions ,  o r  
bu i ld ings  f i t  in  w i th  the  v i l l age ’s  characte r

• To  pro tec t  lo ca l  v iews ,  g reen spaces ,  
w i ld l i f e ,  and  h i s tory

• To  he lp  res idents  in f luence how South 
Wonston evo lves

• To  support  be t te r  des ign,  no t  jus t  more  
deve lopment

• To  he lp  ensure  that  change  bene f i t s  the  
who le  communi ty ,  no t  jus t  deve lopers

WHAT HAPPENS IF WE 
DON’T HAVE ONE?

• Deve lopers  have  more f reedom to  p ropose 
des igns  that  don ’ t  re f l ec t  the  loca l  a rea

• P lann ing o f f i cers  have  less  gu idance to  
push  fo r  good des ign o r  re jec t  poor-qua l i ty  
p roposa ls

• The v i l l age ’s  iden t i ty  i s  more vu lnerab le  to  
change  over  t ime

• We lose  a  key  too l  f o r  shap ing the  fu ture ,  
ra ther  than jus t  reac t ing to  i t

What are the benefits or challenges if 
we don’t have a VDS for South Wonston
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PROTECT WHAT MATTERS 
MOST

Ident i f y  and  map key v iews  to  be  protected

Safeguard  green spaces,  gaps ,  and rural  
character

Be c lear  on  what  must not  be  los t

BUILD A STRONGER 
EVIDENCE BASE

Capture  res ident observat ions o f  wi ld l i fe  & 
habi tats

Deve lop  a  proper  b iod ivers i ty  p ic ture for  
the  par ish

Use  th i s  to  support  plann ing and protect ion

What do we need to do today? (1)



STRENGTHEN BIODIVERSITY 
APPROACH

Strengthen B iod ivers i ty  Approach

Def ine c lear  B iod iversi ty  Gu ide l ines
(cur rent ly  miss ing)  

We cou ld  cons ider  external  expert ise i f  
needed  

Ensure b iod ivers i ty  i s  embedded in  
dec is ions ,  no t  op t iona l

CLEAR DESIGN EXPECTATIONS 
FOR DEVELOPMENT

Visual ise  “good” deve lopment

Be spec i f i c  on:  

• Bu i ld ing he ights  

• Spac ing be tween homes 

• Trees ,  hedgerows,  and  g reen gaps  

• Access ib i l i ty  and  layout 

Don ’ t  be  vague,  be  exp l i c i t  — aim fo r  
pract ica l ,  usable  s tandard

What do we need to do today? (2)



DEFINE WHAT MAKES SOUTH 
WONSTON, SOUTH WONSTON

What  are  the  non-negot iab les  o f  loca l  
character? 

What should  deve lopment respect  and 
re in force? 

Ref lect  the  importance  o f :  

• Openness  and  spac ing 

• Green in f ras t ruc ture  

• Rura l  f ee l  and  landscape  se t t ing

CLEAR DESIGN EXPECTATIONS 
FOR DEVELOPMENT

What  wou ld  make the  v i l lage  better?  

Where are  the  po ints  o f  agreement vs  
tens ion?  

What  shou ld  we push  fo r  (o r  res i s t )  in  fu ture  
deve lopment?

What do we need to do today? (3)



Wrap up and any 
final points
Thank you
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