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What is a village design statement and 
why is it important to South Wonston?

A Vi l lage  Design Statement (VDS)  i s  a  communi ty- led  p lann ing document  that  desc r ibes  what  
makes  a  v i l l age  spec ia l  ̶ i t s  landscape ,  layout ,  bu i ld ings ,  and  loca l  charac te r  ̶ and  se ts  out  
design pr inc ip les  f o r  how future  deve lopment  shou ld  happen.

I t ʼ s  not  about  s topp ing deve lopment  but  about  guid ing i t  in  the  r ight  way  ̶ so  any  changes  
respec t  what  loca l  peop le  va lue  and  p rotec t  the  th ings  that  make the  p lace  un ique .

Once  adopted  by  the  loca l  counc i l  ( in  our  case ,  Winchester  C i ty  Counci l ) ,  the  VDS becomes a  
Supplementary  Planning Document (SPD) .  That  means  i t  must  be  taken ser ious ly  in  p lann ing 
dec is ions  ̶ i t  becomes a  forma l  par t  o f  how p lann ing o f f i ce rs  and  deve lopers  assess  p roposa ls



WHY DO WE NEED ONE FOR 
THE VILLAGE?

• To make sure  new homes,  ex tens ions ,  or  
bu i ld ings  f i t  in  w i th  the  v i l l age ʼ s  charac te r

• To protec t  loca l  v iews ,  green spaces ,  
w i ld l i f e ,  and  h is tory

• To he lp  res idents  in f luence  how South 
Wonston evo lves

• To suppor t  be t te r  des ign,  not  jus t  more  
deve lopment

• To he lp  ensure  that  change bene f i t s  the  
who le  communi ty ,  not  jus t  deve lopers

WHAT HAPPENS IF WE 
DONʼT HAVE ONE?

• Deve lopers  have  more  f reedom to  p ropose  
des igns  that  don ʼ t  re f lec t  the  loca l  a rea

• P lann ing o f f i ce rs  have  less  gu idance  to  
push for  good  des ign or  re jec t  poor-qua l i ty  
p roposa ls

• The v i l l age ʼ s  ident i ty  i s  more  vu lnerab le  to  
change over  t ime

• We lose  a  key  too l  f o r  shap ing the  fu ture ,  
ra ther  than jus t  reac t ing to  i t

What are the benefits or challenges if 
we donʼt have a VDS for South Wonston



INTRODUCTION

The in t roduc t ion wi l l  exp la in  what  the  V i l l age  
Des ign Sta tement  (VDS)  i s  and  why we ʼ re  
c reat ing one .  I t  w i l l  desc r ibe  how th is  
document  w i l l  he lp  shape  p lann ing and  
des ign dec is ions  in  the  future .

• What  concerns  or  hopes  do you have  
about  how South Wonston might  change 
in  the  fu ture?

• Do you th ink  i t ʼ s  important  for  loca l  
res idents  to  in f luence  how deve lopment  
happens  in  the  v i l l age?  Why?

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

This  sect ion wi l l  exp la in who contr ibuted 
to the VDS and how we gathered feedback 
f rom res idents .  I t  shows that  th is  is  a  
community- led process.

• What ʼs  the best  way to invo lve 
res idents  in shaping the future of  the 
v i l lage?

• Are there any loca l  groups,  schools ,  or  
organisat ions that  should be invo lved?

The Village Design Statement will open 
in a familiar way and set the scene



LOCATION & LANDSCAPE

This  w i l l  desc r ibe  where  South Wonston i s  
located ,  what  the  surround ing landscape  i s  
l i ke ,  and  how i t  contr ibutes  to  the  v i l l age ʼ s  
rura l  charac ter  and  ident i ty

• What  par ts  o f  the  loca l  landscape  do you 
va lue  most  (v iews,  f ie lds ,  wood lands ,  
paths ,  e tc . )?

• Are  there  any  features  you th ink  shou ld  be  
p rotec ted  f rom deve lopment  or  change?

BIODIVERSITY & ECOLOGY

This  sec t ion wi l l  cover  w i ld l i f e ,  green 
spaces ,  t rees ,  hedgerows,  and  the  overa l l  
eco logy  o f  the  par i sh .  I t  he lps  gu ide  how 
deve lopment  shou ld  p rotec t  or  enhance  the  
natura l  env i ronment .

• What  k inds  o f  w i ld l i f e  or  green features  do 
you see  or  care  about  loca l ly?

• What  cou ld  be  done  in  fu ture  deve lopment  
to  make  South Wonston bet te r  for  nature  
and  b iod ivers i ty?

The VDS will then explore our 
geographic & environmental make-up



ARCHAEOLOGY, HISTORY & 
DEMOGRAPHY

This  par t  g ives  an overv iew o f  South 
Wonston ʼ s  h i s tory ,  i t s  o lder  f ea tures  and  
popu la t ion make-up .  I t  he lps  exp la in  the  
context  o f  the  v i l l age  today .

• Are  there  any  h is tor i ca l  f ea tures  or  s tor ies  
about  South Wonston that  you th ink  shou ld  
be  recogn ised  or  p rotec ted?

• Do you th ink  the  needs  o f  d i f f e rent  groups  
in  the  v i l l age  (e .g .  f ami l ies ,  o lder  
res idents ,  mi l i ta ry  fami l ies )  a re  chang ing?

• What  aspec ts  o f  the  v i l l age ʼ s  pas t  do  you 
th ink  are  most  important  to  p reserve?

LOCAL ECONOMY

This  par t  cons iders  loca l  emp loyment ,  
se rv ices ,  and  economic  ac t iv i ty  in  the  par i sh .  
I t  he lps  to  unders tand  how peop le  l i ve  and  
work  here ,  what  fac i l i t i es  ex is t ,  and  how the  
communi ty ʼ s  economic  needs  may evo lve .

• Are  there  enough serv ices  and  loca l  
bus inesses  to  meet  your  day- to-day  needs?

• Do you work  loca l ly  or  commute  
e lsewhere?  cha l lenges  or  bene f i t s  o f  th i s?

• What  types  o f  bus inesses  or  ameni t ies  
wou ld  you l i ke  to  see  more  o f  in  South 
Wonston?

It then considers the villages history 
and localised economic activity 



SETTLEMENT PATTERN

This  exp la ins  how the  v i l l age  i s  la id  out  ̶ 
where  and  how hous ing has  deve loped  over  
t ime.  I t  cons iders  the  shape  and  spread  o f  
the  v i l l age ,  open spaces ,  and  how d i f f e rent  
a reas  re la te  to  each other .

• How would  you desc r ibe  the  overa l l  l ayout  
o f  the  v i l l age?  Are  there  d is t inc t  par ts  or  
zones?

• Are  there  p laces  where  you th ink  
deve lopment  wou ld  fee l  out  o f  p lace  or  too  
in t rus ive?

BUILT ENVIRONMENT 

This  covers  the  types  o f  houses  and  
bu i ld ings  in  South Wonston ̶ the i r  des ign,  
mater ia l s ,  sca le ,  and  how they  s i t  w i th in  
the i r  p lo ts .  I t  he lps  shape  the  des ign o f  
fu ture  homes and  extens ions

• Are  there  any  features  o f  loca l  bu i ld ings  
that  make  South Wonston fee l  d i s t inc t ive?

• What  do you th ink  i s  a  good  examp le  o f  
we l l -des igned  hous ing in  the  v i l l age?

• How do you fee l  about  th ings  l i ke  lo f t  
convers ions ,  dormer  windows,  or  so la r  
pane ls?

Exploring the pattern of the village and 
the built environment is then next



ROADS AND OTHER ROUTES

This  sec t ion wi l l  l ook  a t  how peop le  move 
around  South Wonston ̶ by  foot ,  b ike ,  car  
or  pub l i c  t ranspor t  ̶ and  how s t ree ts ,  
pavements  and  paths  connec t  d i f f e rent  par ts  
o f  the  v i l l age

• Are  there  any  road  sa fe ty  or  t ra f f i c  i s sues  
you th ink  shou ld  be  addressed?

• How easy  i s  i t  to  wa lk  or  cyc le  around  
South Wonston?  What  wou ld  improve  th i s?

DESIGN GUIDELINES 

This  i s  one  o f  the  most  important  par ts .  I t  
w i l l  se t  out  p r inc ip les  for  how any  future  
deve lopment  or  changes  shou ld  be  des igned ,  
so  that  they  f i t  w i th  the  v i l l age ʼ s  charac te r  
and  respec t  what  loca l  peop le  va lue .

• What  shou ld  a l l  new bu i ld ings  in  South 
Wonston have  in  common ̶ or  avo id?

• What  p r inc ip les  wou ld  you expec t  to  be  
fo l lowed when someone bu i lds  a  new home 
or  ex tens ion here?

Exploring the pattern of the village and 
the built environment is then next



Wrap up and any 
final points
Thank you


